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University of Agriculture, Faisalabad

Under the leadership of Prof Dr Muhammad Sarwar Khan, Vice 

Chancellor, UAF is making meaningful strides in agricultural 

development, especially in the Cholistan region, through actively 

participating in the Green Punjab Initiative, which is going to a 

game changer initiative of Pakistan Army and Punjab Government 

for Cholistan region. This initiative has been launched to uplift 

agricultural transformation and improve socio-economic livelihood 

of Cholistan’s dwellers and ensure national food security. In this 

context, UAF experts participated in the formal inauguration of the 

Green Punjab Initiative attended by a galaxy of dignitaries from the 

military and Punjab Government and show innovative technologies 

being tested in Cholistan. Dr. Iftikhar Ahmad and Dr Umair Gull 

participated in the event, and they highlighted the significance of 

synergic collaboration between academic institutions, 

government, and military to address pressing agricultural 

challenges through technological advancements aimed at 

improving agricultural practices in challenging environments. The 

chief guest CM Punjab Ms Maryum Nawaz and guest of honor Syed 

Asim Munir COAS and other members showed interest in field trials 

of industrial hemp, genetically modified sugarcane, and soybean at 

Chappu.

UAF EXPERTS PARTICIPATE IN GREEN PUNJAB INITIATIVE AT CHAPPU

UAF experts participate in Green Punjab Initiative at Chappu

ELC holds session on turning waste into power

Oilseed Research Laboratory, Dept. of PBG Offers 

FFC team visits Business Incubation Center

HEC announces Int. Research Support Initiative Program (IRSIP)

ICGEB Offers Research Grants 2025

PIDE invites applications for academic and administrative positions

BIC invites applications for Cohort 2025

National Institute of Health (NIH) invites Research Proposals (Round-5)
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The Engro Fertilizers Limited through its Agronomy Department, under the leadership of Head of Agronomy, Syed Shauzab 

Gardezi, successfully organized a transformative training session on "Turning Waste into Power: Unlocking the Future of 

Sustainable Energy through Fuel Crops, Pyrolysis, Torrefaction, and Biochar" at Engro Learning Center UAF. The session was 

led by Dr. Muhammad Saghir, CEO, Eco Research Ltd, UK, an expert in pyrolysis and gasification technologies with extensive 

experience in bioenergy projects across Europe and the UK. He highlighted the mechanisms and significance of pyrolysis, 

urging students to explore this transformative technology as a crucial step toward a sustainable future.The event was 

further enriched by the presence of distinguished experts, including Dr. Fahd Rasul, Prof. Dr. Muhammad Naveed, and Chief 

Guest, Prof. Dr. Zahir A. Zahir from UAF, Dr. Asif Farooq (Ex-Dir. NIFA), & Dr. Shagufta (Soil Scientist, UAE). Their 

contributions added depth to discussions on the role of biochar and torrefaction in energy sustainability. This initiative by 

Engro Fertilizers reflects its commitment to promoting research and innovation in sustainable energy solutions, 

empowering students to drive impactful change in the field of renewable energy.

ELC HOLDS SESSION ON TURNING WASTE INTO POWER
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As per directives of Vice Chancellor, Business Incubation 

Center, UAF hosted a meeting with Fuji Fertilizer Company 

(Pvt) Ltd (FFC) team to discuss the commercialization of 

UAF's innovative technologies. The meeting, chaired by Dr. 

Iftikhar Ahmad, Director BIC, who highlighted previous 

interactions between UAF and FFC, where UAF scientists 

had presented their promising technologies to the FFC 

team. During the meeting, Col. Salar Malik, Senior 

Manager for Sustainability and Innovation from FFC 

engaged in discussions with Dr. Saddam Hussain, Associate 

Professor, Department of Agronomy, regarding the 

potential for commercializing a plant-based super 

absorbent polymer for coating urea fertilizer. Dr. 

Muhammad Naveed, Associate Professor, Institute of Soil 

a n d  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  S c i e n c e s ,  e x p l o r e d  t h e 

commercialization possibilities of Uni Grow, Soil 

FFC TEAM VISITS BUSINESS INCUBATION CENTER

Conditioner and bio-active sulfur coating over urea. Dr. 

Iftikhar Ahmad, shared the insight regarding UAF-Gro, a 

p a t e n t e d  i n d i g e n o u s  s o i l l e s s  s u b s t r a t e  f o r 

commercialization. Dr. Khurram Zia, Manager Academia 

Industry Linkages, ORIC UAF also provided valuable 

insights. The meeting concluded with agreement that 

Team FFC would hold another detailed meeting with the 

above researchers regarding their innovative products 

commercialization with FFC after completion of trails 

being in progress by FFC before finalizing successful 

commercialization. This collaboration between BIC and 

FFC marks a significant step towards bridging the gap 

between academia and industry, and it is anticipated that 

these innovative technologies will have a positive impact 

on agriculture and the overall national economy.

Health Research Institute, NIH is pleased to invite “Call for Research Proposals (Round 5) from 
Academia, R&D organizations (Public and Private) for health research funding in the following 
categories;

1. National Health Challenge Grants (upto 10 Million PKR)
2. Small Grants (upto 03 Million PKR)

REQUEST FOR RESEARCH PROPOSALS (ROUND 5)

Health Research Institute (HRI)
National Institute of Health

Closing Date: March 15, 2025
For details please visit: https://hri.nih.org.pk/

Research Development and Coordination Cell
Health Research Institute

Ph. 051-8207367, 051-9216773, 051-9207386 (Ext. 31)
Email: grants.hri@nih.org.pk
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The Central Hi-Tech Laboratory (CHTL) kicked off a series 

of One Week Hands-On Training program focused on 

various analytical techniques like High Performance Liquid 

Chromatography, Gas Chromatography, Atomic Absorption 

Spectrophotometry, Scanning Electron Microscopy, Zeta 

Analyzer, UV-Visible Spectrophotometery and Proximate 

Analysis.  The prime aim of training program was marking 

an important step to enhance the practical knowledge of 

the participants. The training program was designed to 

bridge the gap between theory and practical applications. 

The program has attracted participants from multiple 

institutes with diverse educational backgrounds. About 

290 students from University of Agriculture, Faisalabad; 

Govt. College University, Faisalabad; Govt. Graduate 

College, Samanabad, Faisalabad; The University of 

Faisalabad and Govt. College of Science, Lahore have 

enrolled in the hands-on training program showing 

overwhelming interest in gaining practical skills. 

The inaugural session was held on February 24, 2025 at Old 

Senate Hall, Faculty of Agriculture, University of 

Agriculture, Faisalabad. The organizers welcomed the 

distinguished guests, faculty members, researchers and 

students. The inaugural session began with the recitation 

of the Holy Quran followed by the Naat-e-Rasool Maqbool 

(S.A.W). Prof. Dr. Haq Nawaz Bhatti, Dean Faculty of 

Sciences, University of Agriculture, Faisalabad chaired the 

inaugural session. In his insightful speech, he emphasized 

CENTRAL HI-TECH LABORATORY LAUNCHES ONE-WEEK HANDS-ON TRAINING PROGRAM 

ON ANALYTICAL INSTRUMENTS TO EMPOWER YOUNG RESEARCHERS

the importance of hands-on training. He added that this 

training program will not enhance the analytical 

capabilities and skills but also fostering a spirit of 

innovation. Today, the need of practical knowledge in 

operating modern analytical instruments has become 

more important than ever. He pointed out that our 

education system provides more theoretical knowledge 

than practical exercise. It is the hands-on experience that 

truly prepares students to tackle challenges in their 

professional career.

Dr. Abdul Rashid, Deputy Director of the Office of 

Research, Innovation and Commercialization (ORIC) 

informed the audience that Central HiTech Laboratory 

operates under the umbrella of ORIC, playing an important 

role in providing analytical facilities to UAF researchers, 

other government organizations and agro-based 

industries. He further added the importance of hands-on 

training for students and researchers, suggested that such 

hands-on trainings should be arranged at least every three 

months, rather than annually. He highlighted the sample 

analysis schemes offered by Higher Education Commission 

(HEC) and Pakistan Council of Scientific and Industrial 

Research (PCSIR). The Deputy Director urged participants 

to get full benefits of these schemes, which are available, 

free of cost. He briefed the outlines and mechanism to 

utilize state-of-the-art analytical resources.
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UNLOCK YOUR INTREPENEURIAL POTENTIAL

If you are passionate about scaling up your startup

The Office of Research Innovation & Commercialization (ORIC) always commends the efforts of UAF researchers 

who strive hard to hunt research funding from diversified sources. Against the Call for proposals (Concept 

Proposals), the faculty members at UAF submitted 167 Research Proposals (Concept Proposals). As per details, 

Faculty of Agriculture submitted 36 projects, followed by Faculty of Sciences 25, Faculty of Agri Engineering 

and Technology 15, Faculty of Veterinary Sciences 12, Center of Agricultural Bio-Chemistry & Bio-Technology 

11, National Institute of Food Sciences & Technology 10, Institute of Agricultural Extension and Rural 

Development 08, UAF Community College PARS 08, Institute of Soil & Environmental Sciences 07, Institute of 

Microbiology 06, Institute of Pharmacy, Physiology and Pharmacology 05, Faculty of Social Science 02, Institute 

of Business Management Sciences 01, Institute of Animal and Dairy Sciences 02, One each from  Department of 

English and Humanities, Punjab Bioenergy Institute (PBI), and Water Management Research Centre. As for as 

the proposals submitted by UAF Constituent Colleges there are 10 research proposals submitted by Burewala 

Vehari 10, followed by Okara and Toba Tek Singh with 05 and one respectively.

After short listing of these proposals, the Principal Investigators (PIs) will submit full length proposals for 

evaluation by the technical experts. It is anticipated that UAF will get a sizable funding share out of this 

opportunity.

SUBMISSION OF RESEARCH PROPOSALS UNDER NRPU
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